
Sign out Site Map

Advanced Search

Categories Motors Express Stores  

 

Back to My eBay Listed in category: Antiques > Science & Medicine > Science Instruments
Also listed in: Collectibles > Science, Medical > Other Science Collectibles

1885 CLARK's PATENT Electical Genorator STATIC 
Lighter Item number: 200187819567

  

Bidding has ended for this item
 

Sell an item like this or buy a similar item below. 
 

Buy Sell My eBay Community Help

1885 CLARK's PATENT Electical Genorator STATIC Lighter - eBay (item 200187819567 end time Jan-04-08 18:14:39 PST)

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/Frank/Desktop/Clark Static Lighter/1885 CLARK's PATENT Electrical Generator STATIC Lighter.htm (1 of 16) [1/19/2008 12:31:08 AM]

http://www.ebay.com/
https://signin.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?SignIn
http://pages.ebay.com/sitemap.html
http://search.ebay.com/ws/search/AdvSearch?sofindtype=13
http://listings.ebay.com/
http://listings.ebay.com/
http://www.motors.ebay.com/
http://www.express.ebay.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/
https://srv.main.ebayrtm.com/clk?RtmClk&lid=339865&m=50569&pi=284
http://my.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?MyeBay&allsellingtotals.page=1&minisubscriptions.page=1&buyingreminders.page=1&communityspaceoverride.page=1&sessionid=0&allbuyingtotals.page=1&announcements.page=1&selling.page=1&sellingreminders.page=1&currentpage=MyeBaySelling&survey.page=1&messagereminders.page=1&bidding.page=1&bestoffers.page=1&myebay=
http://my.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?MyeBay&allsellingtotals.page=1&minisubscriptions.page=1&buyingreminders.page=1&communityspaceoverride.page=1&sessionid=0&allbuyingtotals.page=1&announcements.page=1&selling.page=1&sellingreminders.page=1&currentpage=MyeBaySelling&survey.page=1&messagereminders.page=1&bidding.page=1&bestoffers.page=1&myebay=
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category20081/index.html?from=R11
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category20094/index.html?from=R11
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category361/index.html?from=R11
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category1/index.html?from=R11
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category412/index.html?from=R11
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/plistings/category413/index.html?from=R11
http://cgi5.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?SellLikeItem&item=200187819567
http://hub.ebay.com/buy
http://sell.ebay.com/sell
http://my.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?MyEbay&gbh=1
http://hub.ebay.com/community
http://pages.ebay.com/help/buy/index.html


1885 CLARK's PATENT Electical Genorator STATIC Lighter - eBay (item 200187819567 end time Jan-04-08 18:14:39 PST)

 
Winning bid: US $716.85 

Ended: Jan-04-08 18:14:39 PST

Shipping costs: US $14.00 
US Postal Service Priority Mail Flat Rate Envelope® 
Service to United States 
(more services)

Ships to: United States, Europe, Asia, Canada, Australia

Item location: Western, NY, United States

History: 20 bids

Winning bidder: fxrays ( 1249 ) 

You can also: Email to a friend 

Listing and payment details:   Show 

Meet the seller

Seller:
good_stuff_from_wny ( 3356 ) 

Feedback: 99.9% Positive
Member: since Jan-07-97 in United States 
  See detailed feedback
  Ask seller a question
  Add to Favorite Sellers
  View seller's other items

 
Buy safely
1.  Check the seller's reputation

Score: 3356 | 99.9% Positive 
See detailed feedback

2.  Check how you're protected
This item is not covered by buyer 
protection on eBay

Description 
 

file:///C|/Documents and Settings/Frank/Desktop/Clark Static Lighter/1885 CLARK's PATENT Electrical Generator STATIC Lighter.htm (2 of 16) [1/19/2008 12:31:08 AM]

http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&rd=1&item=200187819567&ssPageName=STRK:MEWN:IT&ih=010#ShippingPayment
http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&rd=1&item=200187819567&ssPageName=STRK:MEWN:IT&ih=010#ShippingPayment
http://offer.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewBids&item=200187819567
http://myworld.ebay.com/fxrays/
http://feedback.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewFeedback&userid=fxrays&iid=200187819567&ftab=FeedbackAsBuyer
http://contact.ebay.com/ws1/eBayISAPI.dll?ShowEmailAuctionToFriend&item=200187819567
http://myworld.ebay.com/good_stuff_from_wny/
http://feedback.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewFeedback&userid=good_stuff_from_wny&iid=200187819567&ftab=FeedbackAsSeller&ssPageName=VIP:feedback:2:us
http://pages.ebay.com/services/buyandsell/powersellers.html
http://feedback.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewFeedback&userid=good_stuff_from_wny&ftab=FeedbackAsSeller&ssPageName=VIP:feedback:3:us
http://contact.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ShowCoreAskSellerQuestion&requested=good_stuff_from_wny&iid=200187819567&frm=284&redirect=0&SSPageName=PageAskSellerQuestion_VI
http://my.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?AcceptSavedSeller&mode=0&preference=0&sellerid=good_stuff_from_wny&ru=http%3A%2F%2Fcgi.ebay.com%2Fws%2FeBayISAPI.dll%3FViewItem%26item%3D200187819567&ssPageName=STRK:MEFS:ADDVI
http://search.ebay.com/_W0QQsassZgood_stuff_from_wny
http://feedback.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewFeedback&userid=good_stuff_from_wny&ftab=FeedbackAsSeller&ssPageName=VIP:feedback:4:us


1885 CLARK's PATENT Electical Genorator STATIC Lighter - eBay (item 200187819567 end time Jan-04-08 18:14:39 PST)

 

   

NO PAYPAL !
 I don't mean to offend those of you that can read but I have been getting several people a day from overseas 

that buy anyways and then ask "Will you accept Paypal if I pay the fees?" That is illeagal. I am not signed up for 
Paypal and do not intend to sign up. If you bid anyways without reading this and insist on Paypal, expect an item 

strike and swift negative feedback. 

   1885 CLARKE's PATENT Electical Genorator STATIC Lighter

US Patenet number 324-010 was issued to C. L. Clarke on August 11, 1885 for an ELECTRIC 
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GENEROAOR or SPARK PRODUCING APPARATATUS. This is a very rare example of this early Gas 
Lighter that operated much the same as the larger Holz-Teplar Static Machines. 

This is probably the earliest and most exotic lighter that you will ever see. I have never seen one 
beore myself. 

The rear cap is marked CLARKE'S PATENTS 5992-8313 and 96716, most likely a different variation 
of the Patent that I have referenced. The device is 15 7/8" long with a 1 3/8" cylinder. I was able 

to simply screw off the rear bearing cap to supply photos of the mechanism. 

I have and will supply a 5 Page copy of the Patent Drawing and 60 paragraph description of the 
aparatus. 

My simplified version is as follows: 

This hand held device is comprised of a hard Rubber housing and a Brass Tube with a Copper 
Spark Gap and a rotating inner Clinder of material similar to an Edison record with Copper contacts 
that cross over foil applied to the inside of the outer hard rubber clinder. The cylinder rotates by 

pressing a mechanial arm on the outside that drives a gear on the inner cylinder causing it to 
rotate. When sufficient high voltage charge is generated a spark is created across a spark gap at 
the end of the brass tube. IT works much like the large rotating disk Holtz Teplar machines of the 

19th Century. 

The device is totally complete and undamaged, with an original patina. I found this in a most 
bizarre collection of unusual instrments last summer that was accumulated by a 93 year old multi 

millionare collector. 

It rotates but does not currently produce spark. I would think that burnishing the contact points 
and bruses would make it work again. I simply don't have the time to play with the things that I 

sell.  

 

Please scroll all the way down for photos, they are part of he description. 
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   Shipping is $50 by Priority Mail Insured. 

  Auction Closing:

Please  use the PAY NOW button that you receive at the end of the listing to exchange information.

Payment and Shipping:

I accept personal, business,and cashier checks as well as money orders.  I DO NOT accept 
Paypal.  I ship Money Order purchases on receipt,  and check purchases promptly. I reserve the 

right to hold checks from new Ebay buyers until they clear.  
 

I DO NOT accept Paypal 

If you need to make payment arangements other than a US or Interanational Money Order or 
Check drawn on a US Bank , please contact me before bidding. 

I use professional packing materials and ship by Priority Mail,  which is the safest and most 
expedient way to ship. If for some reason you need UPS service please email before you bid as it is 

not convenient for me, nor do I care for the way they handle material. Shipping is normally stated at 
a fixed firm price, factor this in when you bid as I do not have the time to haggle over small amounts 

for shipping. 

 
I will combine multiple purchases for shipping to the buyers best advantage. 

Sales Tax : 
 

Any item shipped, delivered, or picked up within New York State is subject to a 8.25% Sales Tax. I 
will accept a  completely and properly filled out exemption certificate form ST-120 dated 6/99. No 

taxable item will be shipped until the Sales Tax requirements are completed.

 
   Returns

You are buying at action, this is not an approval service. I do my best to use good photos and 
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honestly describe what I am selling. In the unlikely event that I miss explaing a major defect the 
time limit is 3 Days after receipt to notify me, no exceptions. 
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Powered by eBay Turbo Lister

 
 

 
What's your Credit Score? 720? 650? Find Out From Experian. 

Shipping and handling
Ships to
United States, Europe, Asia, Canada, Australia

 Country: 
Shipping and Handling To Service

US $14.00  United States
US Postal Service Priority Mail Flat Rate 
Envelope® 
2 to 3 business days* 

*Sellers are not responsible for service transit time. This information is provided by the carrier and 
excludes weekends and holidays. Note that transit times may vary, particularly during peak periods.
 
Shipping insurance 
Domestic: Included (in the shipping and handling cost) 
International: Not offered

 
Sales tax 
 
Seller charges sales tax for items shipped to: NY (8.250%). 

Return policy
Return policy not specified. 
Read item description for any reference to return policy. 
Payment details
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Payment method Preferred/Accepted Buyer protection on eBay

Money order/Cashiers check Accepted Not Available

Personal check Accepted Not Available

Learn about payment methods

Seller's payment instructions 
Thanks.. A good check or Money order is fine. Sorry, I do not accept Paypal or 
Credit Cards. If you send payment by FEDEX or Express mail notify me first as I am 
frequently not around to receive FEDEX or Express. 

Other options
Back to My eBay  |  Report this item  |  Printer Version  |  Sell one like this  

 
Seller assumes all responsibility for listing this item.
 
eBay Pulse | eBay Reviews | eBay Stores | eBay Express | Reseller Marketplace | Austria | France | Germany | 
Italy | Spain | United Kingdom | Popular Searches 
Half.com | Tickets | Kijiji | PayPal | ProStores | Apartments for Rent | Shopping.com | Skype
  
About eBay | Announcements | Security Center | Policies | Government Relations | Site Map | Help

Copyright © 1995-2007 eBay Inc. All Rights Reserved. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their 
respective owners. Use of this Web site constitutes acceptance of the eBay User Agreement and Privacy Policy. 

 
eBay official time
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